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ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION II 

15
th

-21
st
 CENTURIES 

HIST 384-13653 

SPRING 2012 

UNIVERSITY OF MARY WASHINGTON 

 
Instructor: Nabil Al-Tikriti      Tel: (540) 654-1481 
Office Hours: T, Th 1:30-2:00, 3:15-5:15 (or by appointment)  Office: Monroe 230 
Class Time/Location: T/Th 9:30-10:45, Monroe 111   E-mail: naltikri@umw.edu 
 

Course Description: 
This course is a continuation of Islamic Civilization I, 7th-15th centuries -- which is not a prerequisite for this course. It 
traces the major cultural, political and economic developments that shaped the modern Middle East from the 15 th to the 

21st centuries. This period witnessed several transitions from regional fiefdoms to universal empires, colonial actors, 
and nation-states. Accordingly, we will focus on the ways in which regional actors dealt with changing political 
circumstances, economic and social transformation, and territorial conflicts.   
 

Course Format: 
The majority of class time consists of an interactive lecture format, whereby I present and discuss with you a variety of 
historical topics in rough concert with assigned readings. The material presented in lectures constitutes a significant 
portion of several of your quizzes, as well as your midterm and final exams. The secondary readings are meant to 

supplement lectures. Some class time is devoted to primary source discussion, provided through certain readings posted 
on Canvas. While you are responsible for all assigned readings, lecture content is extremely important for exam 
preparation.   
 
Course Goals: This course satisfies a major elective requirement for History majors. As such, it is intended to sharpen 
students‘ skills in the following areas: 

 Historical understanding of global processes.  

 Ability to conduct self-directed study.  

 Ability to read critically primary sources and modern authorities.  

 Ability to write with clarity about the past. 

In addition to fulfilling a major elective for the History major, HIST 384 also satisfies the Human Experience and 
Global Inquiry areas of the General Education curriculum.  As such, the following are additional goals for this course: 
 

 Students will be able to express an understanding of forces that foster global connections 

among places, persons, groups, and/or knowledge systems. 

 Students will be able to compare and contrast multiple perspectives or theories on global 
processes and systems. 

 Students will be able to reflect upon how global relations impact their own lives and the lives 
of others. 

 Students will be able to explain human and social experiences and activities from multiple 
perspectives. 

 Students will be able to draw appropriate conclusions based on evidence. 

 Students will be able to transfer knowledge and skills learned to a novel situation.  
 

Required Texts and Readings: 
Cleveland, William. A History of the Modern Middle East, 4th ed. Boulder: Westview Press, 2008. 
DeLong-Bas, Natana. Wahhabi Islam: From Revival and Reform to Global Jihad.  Oxford, 2004. 
Streusand, Douglas E. Islamic Gunpowder Empires: Ottomans, Safavids, and Mughals. Westview Press, 2011. 
 

Supplementary Texts: 

Al-i Ahmad, Jalal.  Occidentosis: A Plague From the West. R. Campbell, trans.  Mizan Press, 1984. 
Imber, Colin. The Ottoman Empire. London: Palgrave-MacMillan, 2002. Oxford: Westview Press, 2004. 
 
You will also be given handouts on Canvas and asked to consult readings on the web. Web readings (underlined on this 
syllabus) can be found on the course syllabus, which is posted on the course‘s Canvas site.   
 

Grading System: 
Participation: 10%  Midterm Exam: 10%  Research / Term Paper: 25% 

Quizzes: 10%  Resource Site / Presentation: 15% Final Exam: 30% 
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Grading Scale: 
95-100 = A 87-89 = B+ 80-83 = B- 74-76 = C 67-69 = D+ Below 63 = F 
90-94 = A- 84-86 = B 77-79 = C+ 70-73 = C- 63-66 = D  
 

Participation:   

Participation is based on attendance, contribution to class discussion, and regular posting and discussion on the  
course website.   
 
Mid-term and Final:  
The mid-term and final exams consist of fill in the blank, multiple choice, term-identification, and essay sections. Exam 
questions are based on the texts, readings, lectures, class discussion and select video presentations. The final exam is 
cumulative. Lecture handouts posted on the course‘s Canvas site serve as exam review sheets.   

 

Quizzes:  
There are several multiple-choice/short answer quizzes given during the semester. I drop the lowest score.  
 

Group Internet Resource Website / Presentations: 
Following a lottery, students will be divided into one of 5-6 groups, each in charge of one of the following topic fields: 
 

- Gunpowder Empires 
- Middle Eastern Legacies of the Great War 

- Atatürk and Modern Turkey 
- Nationalist Movements 
- U.S. Foreign Policy in the Middle East 
- Salafi Islamic Movements 

 
Each group will be in charge of creating an internet research resource website for undergraduate researchers. Each 
group‘s site will be linked to the overall course website, and will be open to the world. Each group will present their 
findings via a 15 minute presentation at the end of the semester. Websites should include maps, pictures, videos, 

articles and other internet content which would assist any researcher in learning more about the respective topic field. 
Each posting must be correctly sourced and cited. The group will be expected to work together, and each member of 
the group will receive the same grade for this assignment. At the end of the semester, students will be asked to evaluate 
all other members of their group, the results of which will be applied to each student‘s individual participation grade.  
 
Research / Term Paper: 
An 8-10 page term paper covering a topic of your choice is due towards the end of the semester. It is expected that this 
paper will display students‘ knowledge of critical apparatus and scholarly notation. Research sources can consist of 
internet entries, books, periodicals, music, art, etc – with full scholarly notation. As writing a solid paper is a process, 

parts of the assignment will be requested earlier in the semester. 
 

Policy on Make-ups and Late Work: 
Make-up exams are given in very rare cases, and only with documented justification for the missed exam. Late work is 
accepted (and penalized) at my discretion. It is crucial that you advise me of any problems that would impede your 
ability to complete assignments on time. Students with high absence or failing quiz grades early in the term may 
receive an unsatisfactory mid-semester report. 
 

Students with Disabilities:  
The Office of Disability Services has been designated by the University as the primary office to guide, counsel, and 
assist students with disabilities. Students with disabilities who require certain accommodations (note taking assistance, 
extended time for tests, etc.) should contact that office (x1266) as soon as possible so that warranted accommodations 
can be implemented in a timely fashion.  They will require appropriate documentation. If you already receive services 
through the Office of Disability Services and require accommodations for this class, please make an appointment with 
me as soon as possible to discuss your approved accommodation needs. Bring your accommodation letter to the 
appointment. I will hold any information you share with me in the strictest confidence unless you give me permission 

to do otherwise. Disability accommodations must be arranged PRIOR to relevant examinations. 
 

Statement on Academic Honesty:   
Cheating and plagiarizing constitute Honor Code offenses, and will be treated as such. All writing assignments for this 
class must be original. The unattributed citation of material written by someone other than yourself constitutes 
plagiarism. You must footnote material you cite, paraphrase, summarize or draw on extensively for inspiration in the 
writing of your own prose.   
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“Plagiarism—the use of another person‘s ideas or wording without giving proper credit—results from the failure to 
document fully and accurately. Ideas and expressions of them are considered to belong to the individual who first puts 
them forward. Therefore, when you incorporate ideas or phrasing from any other author in your paper, whether you 
quote them directly or indirectly, you need to be honest and complete about indicating the source to avoid plagiarism.  
Whether intentional or unintentional, plagiarism can bring serious consequences, both academic, in the form of failure 

or expulsion, and legal, in the form of lawsuits. Plagiarism is a violation of the ethics of the academic community.‖ 
 

William G. Campbell, Stephen V. Ballou, and Carole Slade, Form and Style: Thesis, 
Reports, Term Papers, 6th Edition (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1982), p. 52. 
 

For more information on plagiarism and how to avoid it, go to : 
http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml or http://www.lib.usm.edu/legacy/plag/plagiarismtutorial.php  
 

Revisions of the Syllabus:   
I reserve the right to revise this syllabus at any time during the semester. Materials may be added or subtracted after the 
start of the term.   

 

Class Schedule and Readings: [NB: Last day to drop class without penalty or charge is Friday, February 3] 

 

I: A FRAMEWORK FOR THE STUDY OF THE MODERN ISLAMIC MIDDLE EAST 
Tues. Jan. 17: Course Introduction & Civilizational Theory 

Thurs. Jan. 19: [Jim Groom Visit] The Classical Islamic Legacy [Cleveland, ch. 1] 
[Koppes, ―Origins of the Term Middle East‖] 
[Samuel P. Huntington, ―Clash of Civilizations‖] 
[A. Berwick, ―Europe 2083‖] 

 

II: THE RISE AND RULE OF GUNPOWDER EMPIRES 
Tues. Jan. 24: Rise of the Ottomans [Cleveland, chs. 2-3; Streusand, 1-63]  
Thurs. Jan. 26: The Classical Ottoman Dynastic, Legal, & Military System [Cleveland, ch. 3, Streusand, 63-134] 

 http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/islam/1493janissaries.html  
 [Supplemental Rdg: Colin Imber, The Ottoman Empire] 
 

III: SAFAVIDS & OTTOMANS IN AN AGE OF TRANSFORMATION 
Tues. Jan. 31: Decline?: 17th-19th Century Ottomans [Cleveland, ch. 4] [Quiz] 
 [1736 Nader Shah Letter Reading] 
Thurs. Feb. 2: Safavids [Streusand, 135-200, Cleveland, ch. 3]  

[Mazzaoui, ―Ghazi Origins of Safavid State‖] 
 [Safavids Reading: ―The Rise of the Safavids‖] 

 

IV: MOGULS & WAHHABIS 
Tues. Feb. 7: Moguls [Streusand, 210-298] 
Thurs. Feb. 9: Muhammad Ibn ‗Abd al-Wahhab [DeLong-Bas, 1-121] [Quiz] 
 

V: EARLY EUROPEAN PENETRATIONS & REACTIONS 
Tues. Feb. 14: French Occupation of Egypt & Muhammad Ali [Cleveland, ch. 5] 

http://menic.utexas.edu/cairo/teachers/napoleon.pdf   

[Observing Muhammad Ali‘s Administration] 
Thurs. Feb. 16: Ottoman Tanzimat [Cleveland, ch. 5] 

[1808 Sened-i Ittifak Reading] [1827 Imams Uniform Code Reading] 
[19th Cent. Reform Docs] 

 

VI: 19
th

 CENTURY REFORM MOVEMENTS 
Tues. Feb. 21: Midterm 

Thurs. Feb. 23: The Ottoman Constitutional Revolution, Abdülhamid II, Afghani, and Abduh [Cleveland, chs. 6-7] 

 [Hourani Reading, pp. 103-160] 
 [1872 Namik Kemal Young Ottoman Progress] 
 [1876 & 1904 Brit Turcophobia Readings] 
 [1881-1925 Ottoman Public Debt Administration] 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1908cromer.html 

 

 

http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml
http://www.lib.usm.edu/legacy/plag/plagiarismtutorial.php
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/islam/1493janissaries.html
http://menic.utexas.edu/cairo/teachers/napoleon.pdf
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1908cromer.html
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VII: WORLD WAR I 
Tues. Feb. 28: Ottoman CUP & Iranian Constitutional Revolutions [Cleveland, ch. 8] [Paper Abstract Due] 

[Hourani, ―The Ottoman Background of the Modern Middle East‖] 
Thurs. March 1: World War I [Cleveland, ch. 9]  
 [Bloxham, ―Roots of American Genocide Denial‖] [1915 Jihad Appeal Text Readings] 

http://www.armeniapedia.org/index.php?title=Armenian_Genocide_Contemporary_Articles  
 http://history.sandiego.edu/gen/text/versaillestreaty/vercontents.html 
 http://www.hri.org/docs/king-crane/  

 

VIII: BREAK 
Mon. March 5-Fri. March 9: Spring Break 

 

IX: POST-WAR NATIONALISMS 

Tues. March 13: Atatürk & The Founding of Modern Turkey I [Cleveland, ch. 10] [Quiz] 
 [1924 Caliphate Abolition Reading] 
Thurs. March 15: Iranian & Arab Cases: Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt [Cleveland, chs. 10-12] 
 [Michael Provence: ―Ottoman Modernity, Colomialism, and Insurgency in the Interwar Arab East‖] 

[Dawn, ―Pan-Arab Ideology in the Interwar Years‖] 
 

X: BRITISH LEGACIES IN IRAQ & PALESTINE 
Tues. March 20: Mandatory & Hashemite Iraq [Cleveland, ch. 11] [Quiz] 

 [1870 Ottoman Kuwait Report] 
 [1921 Assyrian Appeal Reading] 
Thurs. March 22:  The Rise of Zionism & Establishment of Israel [Cleveland, ch. 13]  
 [1914 Ha-Herut Reading] [Paper Bibliography & Outline Due] 
 

XI: THE MIDDLE EAST IN THE COLD WAR ERA 
Tues. March 27: Authoritarian Democracies: Iran & Turkey in the 1950s-1970s [Cleveland, ch. 14] 

[Mossadegh Coup Documents] [Supplemental Rdg: Jalal Al-i Ahmad, Occidentosis: A Plague from the West] 

Thurs. March 29: Nasser & The Radicalization of Arab Politics [Cleveland, chs. 15-16] [Quiz] 
 [Sayyid Qutb – The America I Have Seen] [1953 Nassar Speech Reading] 
 http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1956Nasser-suez1.html 

[1950s British Pathe Documentaries on the Middle East:] 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/video/2011/dec/19/oilfields-basra-british-pathe  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/dec/19/arab-spring-seven-lessons-from-history  

 

XII: ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT & KURDS 
Tues. April 3: The Arab-Israeli Conflict [Cleveland, chs. 17-18]  

 [1977 Sadat Knesset Speech Reading] 
Thurs. April 5: Kurdish Nationalism, Christians, and Others [Cleveland, ch. 19] 
 [1963 Ba'ath Party Agenda Reading] 

 

XIII: RADICALIZATION: 1979-PRESENT  
Tues. April 10:  The 1979 Iranian Revolution & Afghanistan [Cleveland, ch. 20]  
 [1968 Shariati & Revolutionary Islam Reading] 

[Two part series on MEK history: http://www.truth-out.org/us-neocons-new-overtures-irans-mko-recall-

history-resistance-and-co-opting-part-1/1308332237] 
Thurs. April 12: Islamicisms  [DeLong-Bas, 122-311, Cleveland, ch. 21] 
 [1927 Wahhabi Ulama & State Reading] [Baker, ―Islamist Imaginary‖] 

[Research Paper Due] 

 

XIV: SECURITY ARCHITECTURES 
Tues. April 17: Oil Politics, Israel & post-WWII U.S. Foreign Policy [Cleveland, chs. 21-23] 
 [1901 D‘Arcy Concession Reading] 

Thurs. April 19: The Gulf War & Political Conclusions [Cleveland, chs. 24-25] 
 [2004 Osama Bin Laden Speech Reading] [Ahmedinejad Letters] 

 

XV: GROUP PRESENTATIONS & CULTURE 
Tues. April 24: Group Presentations 
Thurs. April 26: Group Presentations; Modern Middle East Arts, Literature, and Music 
 

THE FINAL EXAM IS THURSDAY, MAY 3, 8:30-11:00 AM 
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